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2261 Parkway Drive, Burlington, Ontario L7P 1S9
Tel: 905-336-7144 Fax: 905-336-0790
Email: office@saintgabrielchurch.com
www.saintgabrielchurch.com

Parish Staff
Rev. Piotr Machnacki, SAC, Pastor
Rev. Jacek Kryn, SAC, Associate Pastor  Rev. Mr. Randy Matters, Deacon
Peter Posocco, Music Director
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Mass Ex&xg for the
Intentions ¥ fWeeK

Monday, December 19
8:00 a.m. + Judith Batstone
6:30 p.m. + Waclaw Wojtkowski

Tuesday, December 20
9:00 a.m. (L) Jonas Segismundo family
6:30 p.m. + Wanda Pawlowska

Wednesday, December 21

8:00 a.m. (L) Greg Allemano family
Holy Hour and Benediction after Mass
6:30 p.m. + Pawel Socha

Thursday, December 22
8:00 a.m
6:30 p.m Claudia Huayna

Friday, December 23

8:00 a.m. + Michal Plaskon

5:30 p.m. Divine Mercy Hour of Adoration
6:30p.m. + Stefan Surma

Saturday, December 24 Christmas Eve
No morning Mass

5:00 p.m. Family Mass (English)

7:00 p.m. Family Mass (English)

10:00 p.m. Pasterka (Polish) + Boleslaw Bolek
12:00 a.m. Midnight Mass (English)

Sunday, December 25 Christmas Day

No morning Mass at 8:00 a.m.

9:15 a.m. + Z Rodziny Ostrowskich

11:00 a.m. For Parishioners

12:30 p.m. Dziekczynno-blagalna za Rodzine Granasiuk

See bulletin insert for Confession schedules.

Please do not remove missals etc. from pews. Parishioners
and guests need to use them. If you wish, you can buy a
copy from the parish store. Thank you.

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Christmas Eve

5:00PM 7:00PM Midnight
J.Doyle P.Chisholm M. Kiskauskas
N. Meehan J.Paduch V. Kiskauskas
L. Vieira C.Advincula V. John
J.Zrinscak

Christmas Day 11 AM G&L Binkley A. Salmon
New Year's Eve 5PM N.Meehan P. Chisholm
New Year's Day 11 AM G.&L Binkley A.Salmon

Our offerings to God Dec.11
All envelopes $5,920.25

Loose: $1,096.55

OUR PARISH NEWS

Mass for Parish Volunteers

This parish runs because of the generousity of our
volunteers. We invite all volunteers to a special

Mass on Saturday, Jan 7,2017 @ 7 p.m. If you can join us,
after Mass for refreshments in the Parish Centre, please
sign the sheet in the Narthex. Thank you.

2017 Envelopes

Please pick up your 2017 envelopes from the Narthex.
Your donations are tax deductible. If you have not made
your 2016 donation, please do so before the end of the
year. Thank you.

Parish Store Purchases

We sell religious Christmas cards (Polish and English,
Oplatek and other Christmas items. Browse Catholic
books, rosaries, scapulars, jewelery and varied gift items.
We also sell the Sunday Missal for $5.00. Items sell out
quickly. Store open after Sunday Masses or by appointment

CWL

Next Meeting will be a Christmas Potluck Dinner at

6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall on Monday, December 19th.
Make your favourite recipe. Bring a friend. Also please
bring something for Partnership West Food Bank

Volunteer Cleaners

If you signed up to be a cleaner volunteer, you have been
assigned to a team. Once a month, you are asked to
please come and assist your team. If you cannot come,
please exchange with a member from another team. We
need to have a full force of cleaners for the job to be done.
If you do not have a schedule, there are copies in the
Narthex. Each team should elect a team leader so that all
tasks will be evenly distributed and completed. Thank so
much for your help in maintaining our beautiful church.

Snow Removal

Winter will soon be here. Can you assist with the snow
removal of the parish sidewalks? They will need to be
cleared of snow and salted every weekday morning before
Mass begins. If you are available and wish to assist, please
contact Father Peter, the pastor.

Maintenance Committee

Are you a handy person? A tradesperson? Do you enjoy
doing repairs and renovations? Join the parish Maintenance
Committee. Call our parishioner, Les Mis 905-333-6496.

"Souper" Sunday! December 18
Please join us in the Parish Hall after the 9:15 & 11 AM
Masses. Enjoy some tasty, hot soup and share the Joy of
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the season as we prepare for Christmas.

If you wish, bring along a container for take-out-for your
family, or perhaps a neighbor in need. A free-will offering
will be accepted for the needs of the church. Please bring
non-perishable food items for the food bank. Bon appétit.

THIS CHRISTMAS GIVE THE GIFT OF SWING
THE BURLINGTON KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS ARE
PRESENTING A TRIBUTE TO DEAN MARTIN & ELLA
FITZGERALD WITH THE TORONTO ALL-STAR BIG
BAND!

When: Sunday, January 29, 2017, 2:00 p.m. MATINEE
Where: The Burlington Performing Arts Centre

Enjoy a terrific afternoon of Swing with your friends. You
can reserve your “GIFT OF SWING” by calling the box
office at 905-681-6000. The ticket price is only $45.00.

Mass in Latin
Beginning in January 2017, the Saturday morning 9 a.m.
Mass will be celebrated in Latin.

New Office Hours

The office is closed on Tuesdays and the weekend.
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Friday 1p.m.-6p.m.

In our Diocese

Vocations

If God is calling you to be a priest, deacon, brother or sister,
contact Fr. Michael King, Director of Vocations and Priestly
Formation, Diocese of Hamilton at 905-528-7988 email:
mking@hamiltondiocese.com

Embracing the Wisdom of Monks & Mystics A
Senior Adult Workshop Series 6 Wednesday afternoons,
starting Jan. 11, 2017 1:30- 3:30pm Chancery Office -
Hamilton This 6 part workshop/study session will explore
the lives of twelve great monks & mystics from the Christian
tradition in new & creative ways. This course will be
facilitated by Sister Mary Heather MacKinnon SSND. The
cost will be $35 and includes the text, llluminating the Way,
by Christine ValtersPaintner. Please register by Dec. 22
2016. For further information please contact Monica at
mverin@hamiltondiocese.com or 905-52807988 ext. 2238 o
Check the website, www.hamiltondiocese.com for info.

Advent

Oplatek

One of the most beautiful and most revered Polish customs
is the "breaking of the oplatek.” The use of the Christmas
wafer (oplatek) is practiced not only by native Poles in
Poland, but also by people all over the world whose
ancestors came from Poland.

The "oplatek” is a thin wafer, made of flour and water.

On Christmas Eve, the whole family gathers and waits
impatiently for the appearance of the first star. With its first
gleam, they all approach a table covered with hay and a

snow-white tablecloth. A vacant chair and a place setting
are usually reserved for the unexpected guest.

The father or eldest member of the family reaches for the
wafer, breaks it in half and gives one half to the mother.
Then each of them breaks a small part of each other's piece
and, after a warm kiss, they wish each other long life, good
health, joy and happiness, not only for the holiday season,
but also for the coming year and for many years to come.
Now the same ceremony is repeated between father and
their children, as well as among the children, then, with the
relatives and even strangers, if they happen to be present.
Sometimes, the Oplatek is sent, in a greeting card, to loved
ones away from home.

This thin bread is pressed in oblong irons in the convents,
and on it in relief is the Nativity scene. Made like the host, it
is a reminder of our daily bread and the Bread of Life who
was born a man on Christmas Eve. The custom of sharing
the Oplatek is a reminder of what this night is, who comes
to us, why, and what it makes us, one to another. An extra
place at table tells the little Christ and His Mother that they
would be welcome in this "inn" should they knock at our
door.

A story was told by a woman whose family was in Poland.
Every Christmas, their family had Oplatek. When some
migrated to America, those in Poland sent Oplatek to
America and those in America sent Oplatek to Poland.
Came the Russians with their persecution and espionage,
and the family in Poland learned to conform, withdraw, carry
their religion in their hearts and write between the lines of
their letters.

When it was time to send the Oplatek, they determined to
find a way. That year the family in America received a
conventional card on which was pasted a red paper-like
disk with a conventional greeting. The censor never
suspected it was Oplatek, properly blessed. It had been cut
in a circle like a host, painted red for Divine Love not for
Communism, and sent as a salute from one part of the
Mystical Body to another half a world away. They were
reminding each other that they share the same Body and
eat the same Flesh.

All Catholics share the same Body and eat the same Flesh.
If you would like to begin this tradition at your Christmas
table, Oplatek can be purchased from our Parish Store or
from the office.

CATECHISM CORNER

48. What is man?

Man is a creature composed of body and soul, and made to
the image and likeness of God.

And God created man to his own image. (Genesis 2:7)
49. Is this likeness to God in the body or in the soul?
This likeness to God is chiefly in the soul.

50. How is the soul like God?

The soul is like God because it is a spirit having
understanding and free will, and is destined to live forever.
And the dust return into its earth, from whence it was, and
the spirit return to God, who gave it. (Ecclesiastes 12:7)
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BRECHIN &

HUFFMAN
LAWYERS

GREGORY BRECHIN, B.A.LL.B.

Past Parishioner
*Real Estate & Mortgages

¢ Corporate, Commercial & Business Law

*Wills, Powers of Attorney & Estates
o QOther Legal Services

(905) 681-2476
gbrechin@bhhlaw.net

RBC Royal Bank®

b, 4
George Crabtree
Mobile Mortgage Specialist

Cell: 905-484-0258

CANADA I
F I NANCI AL

MARIUSZ M. ROLNICKI, CFP

george.crabtree@rbc.com
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Your new home
doesn't come
with mortgage

“|Home Improvements
!Insurance & Firllancial Advkiscljlr ’ 6\, Quality Work
2870 Fs;cgtsanzdolgr ;;2:\;' ¢ F‘L‘ Excellent Rates. Any odd jobs.
LOoYAL mrolnicki@hotmail.com 'L'"" Paul Visschedyk
www.rolnicki.ca 905-630-7955
— (1T .
ROYAL LEPAGE urloak Real Estate Services
— 1 BrOKerage
BARBARA SAWALA

Sales Representative/Parishioner
Free Home Evaluation * Purchase ¢+ Sale « Difficult Financing

advice. | do. Bank Foreclosures  Investments « VIP Buyers  Mowie po Polsku
109-3365 Harvester Rd. Bus: 905.335.3042  Dir: 905.630.8119
Burlington Subject to standard lending criteria of Royal Bank of Canada. . barbarasawala@royallepage.ca
STAN AND SON ROOFING MrComputer.ca ®
Quiality, Value, Peace of Mind specializing in
Rememher’ oo Fiberglass Shingles « Flat Roofs ¢ Skylights on site
i & the new Solar Velux Skylight with Solar Blinds service for all
Let our dee_rhsers knOW Repairs « Free Estimates  Designer Shingles ¢ Lifetime Warranties your computer needs
you saw their ad here. Serving Burlington over 50 Years 905-923-0525

5174 Bromley Road

905-632-2110

25 Years Experience

SMITIS,

FAMILY OWNED
SINCE 1938

Burlington + Grimsby
Stoney Creek

905-632-3333
www.smithsth.com

2010 Maria St.
9056397001

Moéwimy po polsku

905.635.6725

O @ oy
H)

architecture Adult $16, Senior $14

. . Walk In Anyti
R - AK Family, cosmetic 1253 SCi,Ivar? Fonr):s:TIgr. #3

905 271 7148 and |mp|ant 905-335-5680

@,ant Florist dentistry ipnu(t)I?uHraE?jiE
461 Brant St. -

Morris Zoladek, p.p.m.

Dr. Alicja Grzegorczyk, Burlington's Only Podiatrist

www.brantflorist.com DDS serving the city for over 30 years
- Tender Medical Treatment

T PrOUdly serwpg Podiatrist*Nail Care*Diabetic Foot Care
FOR I INOS our Communlty Orthotics* Orthopaedic Shoes

Agent, Ed Gruscyk
905-602-6666 (mowimy po polsku)
www.edgruscykinsurance.com

Upper Middle at Guelph Line
905-336-6566

for over 18 years!
Thank you for your patronage,

Joe Mangiapane

Owner & Parishioner

The Burlington Foot Clinic
22-1960 Appleby Line
at Upper Middle above the Walk In Clinic

(905) 681-2388

THE PERFECT SPOT

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS!

ADVERTISE!

T0 ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
1-800-268-2637

CELL: 905.516.3661
EMAIL: abarbe20@yahoo.ca

COMPLETE INTERIOR/EXTERIOR HOME RENOVATIONS
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE ¢ CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

ADDITIONS ¢ ROOFING ¢ SIDING » BACKHOE
BOBCAT SERVICE * FLOORING
BATHROOMS ¢ AND MORE!

DODSWORTH & BROWN
FUNERAL HOME - BURLINGTON CHAPEL

® Pre-planning information at no cost
or obligation

® Reception and Community lounges

® Supportive aftercare information and
referral to community service
provided through ~ ARBORCARE @é@_

2241 New Street ® Burlington

(905) 637-5233

Tom Flannery - Managing Director
Joe Tingle - Senior Director

TRN INCOME TAXES AND BOOKKEEPING
SERVICING PERSONAL & SMALL BUSINESSES
"Making the Connection”
RICHARD TURNER, trntaxes@gmail.com
2201 Brant St., Suite 109, Burlington
905-335-8286

HELP WANTED

Liturgical Publications, your weekly bulletin printer has
an opening for a full time Sales Representative.
Base Salary » Commission « Car Allowance * Travel Expenses
If you have a drive to succeed and are self-motivated,
email your resume to salesrep@parishbulletins.com

TAX PERTISE Brant Dental
== Office

Dr. Alexander Gonzales
Dr. Nona Gonzales-Barrientos
Dr. Merenisa Gonzales
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
Evening & Saturday

"Expert Tax Return Preparation”
Doug Caracciolo
Rachel Wilkins
Parishioner
2289 Fairview St. Unit 314

905-319-6363
www.taxpertise.ca

Appointments Available
English-Filipino Spoken
1035 Brant Street, Suite 7
905-631-3043
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