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Ralph's Ralph's                     
We are Professional

in Old & New Barbering Techniques
"OPEN SATURDAY"

56 Wellesley St. (at Bay)
(416) 922-8944
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CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
Archdiocese of Toronto

Holy Cross, Thornhill  (905) 889-7467
Mount Hope, Toronto  (416) 483-4944

Mausoleum, Cremation, Monument Lots and Shrine Sections
www.catholic-cemeteries.com

MorleyBedfordedford

Funeral uneral Serviceservices
Family Owned Since 1919

Alan             Phil
Crawford    Crawford

No Cost Pre-Planning

morleybedford.ca
(416) 489-8733

159 Eglinton Ave. W. (at Yonge)

Toronto's most central
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BAY ST DENTISTRY
Dr. Anna Skalska, Dr. Alison Strong

Dr. Laura Santoro
Dr. Sharan Golini, Periodontist

Evening & Saturday
Appointments Available

We speak English, Polish, Italian,
Farsi & Bengali

(416) 960-2101(416) 960-2101

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY 
Modern dental care in a Friendly, Comfortable Environment

www.baystdentistry.com

Now Open; Please Visit Us!
MANULIFE CENTRE

(416) 923-3144

PREGNANT?
NEED HELP?
Call Birthright

Hotline 1-800-550-4900
Toronto  416-469-1111

www.birthright.org

DAILY MASS ON TV
8AM & 12 Noon - Vision TV • 1PM - CTS

11AM, 3PM & 10:30PM - Salt & Light
www.canadiandailymass.com  905-884-6899

McTAMNEY'SMcTAMNEY'S
McTamneys.com   SINCE 1860

Buyers & Sellers of Estate Jewellery

139 CHURCH STREET
416-366-9646

www.BaptistaDentistry.ca

DR. SUZANNE BAPTISTA
GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Friendly Dental Care for all Ages!

790 Bay St., 10th Floor, Ste. 1006

(Bay & College)

416.923.6022

ROSAR - MORRISON
FUNERAL HOME & CHAPEL

467 Sherbourne Street (at Wellesley)

(416) 924-1408
James A. Munroe, Managing Director

 james.munroe@dignitymemorial.com

Funeral Prearrangements available

Call for your FREE Personal Planning Guide

Dr. Benny Kwong
Dentist

Serving our neighbourhood
for over 30 years

1033 Bay St., Suite 211
416-928-3080

TOKYO SUSHI

JAPANESE RESTAURANT
33 St. Joseph St.
416-513-0002

Foxes Den Bar & Grill
Dine In, Take Out, Brunch, Party
Visit our website for Discounts & Specials

FoxesDenBar.com

1075 Bay St.   416-961-1975

SUNDAY MASSES
   5:00 pm (Sat); 9:00 am; 10:30 am;
 12:00 pm; 4:30 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
 Mon-Fri: 7:30 am; 12:10 pm; 5:10 pm

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS & FUNERALS
 Please see the parish website or call the
 main office for details. Weddings require
 a one year notice.

St. Basil's Parish was founded in 1856 and is the third 
oldest parish in the city of Toronto after St. Paul's Basilica 
(1822) and St. Michael's Cathedral (1845).

We are the collegiate church of the University of St. 
Michael's College at the University of Toronto, as well as 
being the parish church to our parishioners who come to 
worship here from all over the city.

Since October 2007, we have been the home of the National 
Televised Daily Mass, reaching people in their homes all 
over Canada. The Daily Mass is broadcast six day a week 
on Vision TV, the Crossroads, Television Network and Salt 
and Light TV.

PARISH STAFF
Pastor: Fr. Chris Valka, CSB
Director of Music: John Paul (J.P.) Farahat
Assistant Organist: Rashaan Allwood
Office Manager: Mary Hopper
Community Coordinator: Leanna Cappiello
Sacramental Coordinator: Emily VanBerkum

ADMINISTERED BY THE BASILIAN FATHERS

ST. BASIL’S  CATHOLIC PARISH
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ST. MICHAEL’S COLLEGE

50 St. Joseph Street, Toronto  M5S 1J4
www.stbasiltoronto.org * 416-926-7110

Office Hours: Mon-Fri (9:00 am - 1:00 pm; 2:00 pm - 8:30 pm)
Sat-Sun (9:00 am - 6:30 pm)

ST. MICHAEL'S COLLEGE SCHOOL

Ontario's only independent, Catholic school
for young men, grades 7-12.

www.stmichaelscollegeschool.com

CONFESSIONS
 Mon-Fri: 11:30 am - 12:00 pm

 Sat: 4:15 pm - 4:45 pm

E T H I C S  M E N T O R I N G
Working with leaders and executives one-on-one

to navigate strategy with responsibility.

John Dalla Costa | Centre for Ethical Orientation

jdallacosta@ceo-ethics.com | 416-323-0989

2 College St., Suite 210   www.yongecollege.com
647-748-EYES (3937)   416-922-4870

Dr. Anidjar & Associates
OPTOMETRY

All day breakfast •Daily baked pastries
Unique cakes & desserts

35 Saint Joseph St.

416-901-1460

We do catering

Pain? Health Problems?
We can Help!

back • neck • headache • arms
legs • weight loss • stress • energy

FREE CONSULTATIONS

David Koivuranta
Chiropractic

19 Yorkville Ave., Suite 200

416-960-9355
www.facebook.com/dkchiro

located in Vitko Chiropractic Clinic

DAVIDKOIVURANTA
C h i r o p r a c t i c

HANGING

LOCAL
LOCAL
LOCAL

SPOT

BaywellDentalCentre
Dr. Jeanie Luong & Associates

"Committed to delivering excellence as a family dentist."

1033 Bay St. #217   Call us 416.961.6630

www.baywelldental.com

Mon & Thurs - 8:30am-7pm  Sat - 9am-2pm

Tues & Wed - 8:30am-5pm

V O C E S 8
Eight young vocalists.

One perfect,
resonating sound.

eventide

Looking for a cost effective way
to advertise your business?
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905-624-4422

THIS SPACE IS

AVAILABLE
ST. MICHAEL'S COLLEGE SCHOOL
Under the direction of the Basilian Fathers

The Leader in Catholic Boys' Education
Grades 7-12

www.stmichaelscollegeschool.com

Donny Greco
Sales Representative / Fellow Parishioner

Office: 416-690-5100

Cell: 416-909-4500
donny@donnygreco.com

"You found a home in the parish, now find a home with me"

"A generous donation will be made to parish for referrals"

University ofUniversity of
St Michael's CollegeSt Michael's College

Perfect for Meetings, Banquets &
Receptions for any celebration.

Next to St. Basil's Church
www.dineoncampus.ca/stmikeswww.dineoncampus.ca/stmikes

Call 416.926.7141Call 416.926.7141

50 St. Joseph Street, Toronto  M5S 1J4      www.stbasiltoronto.org         416-926-7110

Office Hours: Mon-Fri (9:00 am; 1:00 pm; 2:00 pm - 8:30 pm)      Sat-Sun (9:00 am - 6:30 pm)
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Pastor: Fr. Chris Valka, CSB

Director of Music: John Paul (J.P.) Farahat        Assistant Organist: Rashaan Allwood
Office Manager: Mary Hopper         Social & Community Coordinator: Leanna Cappiello

Sacramental Coordinator: Emily VanBerkum

ADMINISTERED BY THE BASILIAN FATHERS

ST. BASIL’S CATHOLIC PARISH
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ST. MICHAEL’S COLLEGE
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THE RIGHT TIME TO BELIEVE 
By Fr. Chris Valka, CSB 
 
I don’t know if you have noticed, but God has a 
rather abrupt way of doing things.  Unlike so many 
of us, God doesn’t ask if now would be a good time; 
if we could talk about it; or make an appointment – 
when the time is right, God just acts.   
 
When the Angel appears to Mary, there is no 
discussion of the plan, there is only what is about to 
happen.  Mary then has a choice – either to accept it 
with grace or complain and become bitter at the 
circumstances before her.   
 
Of course, we all know what happens, but 
sometimes I wonder if I would have been just as 
gracious?  Would I have argued, complained or 
bartered?  I would like to think not, but then again, 
sometimes we really get thrown a curve ball we 
didn’t see coming.   
 
How many times have we looked back and realized 
God saw something in ourselves before we saw it on 
our own?  God knew we were ready, even if you did 
not know it yourself.  It was certainly true for Mary 
and Joseph, and I believe it is true for each of us.   
 
Are we willing to believe in ourselves the same way 
God believes in us?  Not one of us is perfect, but 
that is never what God has asked of us.  We are 
simply asked to believe . . . that God will be faithful 
to the promises which have been made. . . and to be 
faithful in return.   
 
If God would have asked Mary if she was ready, do 
we think she would have responded the same way?  
Or what if God told Joseph all that would happen?  
Would he have been ready?   
 
Mary, Joseph, John the Baptist, Elizabeth, 
Zechariah; even the shepherds, were all ready for 
the task ahead of them, and so are we.  Not all at 
once, mind you – just the next step, which is usually 
not as big as we think it is.   
 
May you be willing to let yourself been seen this 
season – the way God sees you.  May you have 
faith – not just in God, but in yourself; and may you 
have a Merry Christmas and a very blessed New 
Year.   
 
Readings: Samuel 7.1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16;  
Romans 16.25-27; Luke 1.26-38. 

CHURCH DECORATING 
Attention, Basil's Brigade! You are needed to help 
clean and decorate the Church in preparation for 
Christmas. We will gather on Tuesday, December 
23rd at 6pm in the main church. Fr Chris will lead the 
brigade of helpers. Anyone should feel free to join 
and lend a hand. 

 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
The 2015 offertory envelopes are available for 
pickup at the back of the church. Please provide 
your name and address on at least the first 2 
donations you make. BEGINNING IN 2015, IT IS 
MOST IMPORTANT THAT YOU DISCARD THE 
OLD YEAR ENVELOPES AND BEGIN USING 
THE NEW ENVELOPES. PLEASE, PLEASE DO 
NOT USE PREVIOUS YEAR’S ENVELOPES IN 
THE NEW YEAR. 

 
 
 

The parish offices will close for the 
Christmas Holidays on December 22nd and 
will re-open on January 5, 2015. 

DECEMBER 21, 2014 
     

CHANGE IN WEEKEND PARKING ON 
 ST. JOSEPH STREET. 
While parishioners are still able to park on St. Joseph 
Street weekends as they have been previously; there 
is a slight change.  There are now signs in the area 
immediately east and west of the entrance to St. 
Basil’s on the North side of the street and east of the 
entrance on the South side of the street; the signs are 
marked  
"NO STOPPING”.  Please avoid parking in this 
small area or you will be fined. 
 
QUOTABLE POPE FRANCIS 
The family is a community of love where each of us 
learns to relate to others and to the world around us. 
 
PUER NATUS EST NOBIS CONCERT 
A solo-organ/lecture concert reflecting on the 
season of Advent and the Nativity of our Lord 
will take place here at St. Basil’s Church on 
December 21st at 7:30 p.m. Music to 
include Charles-Marie Widor’s Symphonie 
Gothique, op. 70, the compositional basis of 
which is the gregorian chant introït for Christmas 
, Puer natus est nobis (A child is born to 
us). John Paul Farahat, organ. Admission is free, 
donations will be directed towards the music 
program of Saint Basil’s. 

 
FIRST COMMUNION PREPARATION 

If you have a child in grade 2, it is time to consider 
enrolling them in St. Basil’s First Communion 
program! This program begins on Sunday, February 
1, 2015 and runs every week until the date of the 
First Communions on Sunday, April 26, 2015 at the 
12:00pm mass. Classes run from 1:15-2:15pm. There 
will not be a class on February 15 or March 15 
to accommodate Family Day and the March Break. 
When students meet with myself, parents will be 
meeting with Fr. Chris for an enriched program 
based on the children’s catechesis also from 1:15-
2:15pm on Sundays. Special participation in the 
12:00pm mass is encouraged! Please contact Emily 
should you have any questions or would like to enrol  
(liturgy@stbasiltoronto.org).  

 
SUNDAY’S OFFERTORY 

Sunday, December 14, 2014                      $7,262.48 

FOLLOW US     
Please follow St. Basil’s on our website at 
stbasiltoronto.org, on twitter @StBasil_TO and on 
facebook – St. Basil’s Church, Toronto 

 
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN SUPPORTING ST. 
BASIL’S?  Please visit out website stbasiltoronto.org 
to find out various ways to give before year-end. 

 

 
December 21st – 27th  
Sunday – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
  9:00 – Rosita Marcelo + 
10:30 – Pro Populo 
12:00 – Richard Wing Yee +  
  4:30 – Paul Seibezzi +    
Monday    
  7:30 – Pat Page + 
12:10 – Kathleen McNamee (liv.) 
  4:00 – Televised Mass 
  5:10 – Televised Mass 
Tuesday 
  7:30 – Amparo Lagdameo + 
12:10 – Mary Ricco + 
  4:00 – Televised Mass 
  5:10 – Televised Mass 
Wednesday 
  7:30 – Delia Gajo (liv.) 
  7:00 p.m. Televised Daily Mass 
 12:00 Midnight Mass – Pro Populo 
Thursday – Nativity of the Lord – Christmas Day 
  9:00 – Pro Populo 
10:30 – Pro Populo 
12:00 – Pro Populo 
No 4:30 p.m. Mass  
Friday – St. Stephen 
No Mass and no confession 
Saturday – St. John  
  5:00 –   Marites and Antonio Laderas (liv.)  
 
PRAY FOR THE SICK, especially Ancoreta Amigleo, 
Don Alvaro, Rita Moran, Rev. Kenneth Decker CSB, 
Clare DeMello, Edna Fernandez, Kenneth Heath, 
Marina Kazakis, Eric Christensen, Hilary McCormack, 
Rev. Dan Chui CSB, and Janet Ritch.  
 
PRAY FOR THE DECEASED. 
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The Leader in Catholic Boys' Education
Grades 7-12

www.stmichaelscollegeschool.com

Donny Greco
Sales Representative / Fellow Parishioner

Office: 416-690-5100

Cell: 416-909-4500
donny@donnygreco.com

"You found a home in the parish, now find a home with me"

"A generous donation will be made to parish for referrals"

University ofUniversity of
St Michael's CollegeSt Michael's College

Perfect for Meetings, Banquets &
Receptions for any celebration.

Next to St. Basil's Church
www.dineoncampus.ca/stmikeswww.dineoncampus.ca/stmikes

Call 416.926.7141Call 416.926.7141

50 St. Joseph Street, Toronto  M5S 1J4      www.stbasiltoronto.org         416-926-7110

Office Hours: Mon-Fri (9:00 am; 1:00 pm; 2:00 pm - 8:30 pm)      Sat-Sun (9:00 am - 6:30 pm)

PARISH STAFF
Pastor: Fr. Chris Valka, CSB

Director of Music: John Paul (J.P.) Farahat        Assistant Organist: Rashaan Allwood
Office Manager: Mary Hopper         Social & Community Coordinator: Leanna Cappiello

Sacramental Coordinator: Emily VanBerkum

ADMINISTERED BY THE BASILIAN FATHERS

ST. BASIL’S CATHOLIC PARISH
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ST. MICHAEL’S COLLEGE




